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The  

Torch  

“Shoot for success” 

Happy New Year to everyone!  I hope that you 
had a relaxing and enjoyable Holiday break.  
Our Spring Leadership Conference is only a few 
weeks away and I imagine most of you are 
preparing for your events.  Don't forget to go 
online at the National Website and complete 
your Torch Award Resume!  Remember, this 
could be your ticket to the National Leadership 
Conference in Anaheim, California, May 5-8.   

Our SLC registration looks to be above last 
year's totals.  To date, we have approximately 
170 registered. It is still not too late to get a 
registration in! We're looking forward to 
another GREAT conference.   

Special thanks go out to Alexandria Technical 
College and their advisors, Mavis Pattee and 
Peter Koel, for all the work they are doing in 
preparation for this event.   

I'm looking forward to seeing all of you at SLC 
and wish you the best of luck in your 
competitions!  Set your sights on NLC and 
"Shoot for Success"! 
 
Sincerely, 
Bev O’Connor, BPA College Division             
Executive Director 

 
 
 
 

Welcome everyone to another exciting year 
with Business Professionals of America College 
Division! This is going to be an awesome year. 
The theme this year is “Shoot for Success.” You 
can download the Logo and Theme artwork at 
www.bpa.org , under the resource tab.  
The Professional Development Conference was 
held in Duluth, MN on October 26th and 27th at 
the Inn on Lake Superior. We welcomed in two 
new members to the State Officer Team and 
said goodbye to a most beloved President. Coral 
Dee Bogan did a wonderful job leading BPA, and 
representing our state.  Thank you for your 
service and leadership. 

 
Micah Hopper 
MN BPA College Division 
President

http://www.bpa.org/
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BPA-MN, College Division 

“SHOOT FOR SUCCESS” 

Welcome to a BRAND NEW YEAR! 

 

WELCOME FROM THE STATE OFFICERS 

 

      Micah Hopper 

 

 

 

   Jennifer shrumm 

 

 

 

 

   Samantha Koenen 

 

Hello and welcome to a new year. My name is Micah Hopper and I am your 

2009-2010 Minnesota College Division State President. I am honored and 

pleased to take this role and lead our organization into the new decade. I 

know that I have very big shoes to fill in following Coral, but I am excited 

about this year. We have new people, new challenges and new adventures 

ahead. Let’s face them head on and “Shoot for Success.” I look forward to 

seeing you all at SLC.  

 

Greetings fellow BPA members!! My name is Jennifer Shrumm and I 

am your 2009-2010 Executive Vice President. I would like to wish you 

all a belated Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! I hope the 

holidays found you all in good spirits and allowed you some time for 

rest and relaxation. As you all know our State Leadership Conference 

is just around the corner and I would like to take this time to wish all 

of you good luck with your competitions and remind you that there is 

still time left to get your Torch Award Resume in. I would encourage 

all of you to take part in this program it is truly worthwhile and I 

believe you’ll find it to be a life growing experience. If anyone is 

interested and needs some help please feel free to get a hold of me 

and I will be more than happy to help anyone, I would love to see all 

of you receive your Statesman and Ambassador! Good Luck with your 

semester and of course BPA! I look forward to seeing you all at SLC in 

February! Email is jennifer@bpa-mn.org, MSN is 

jmshrumm@hotmail.com, please don’t hesitate to get a hold of me 

for any reason, I’m here to help you! 

 Hello and welcome to a new and exciting year. As your Recording Vice 

President, I would like to say welcome back. Our theme for this year 

is “Shoot for Success.” I hope you have a great year. I would like 

everyone to step up to the plate and go for it at SLC and NLC. Have a 

great year. If you have any questions or comments, you may reach 

me at my e-mail samantha@bpa-mn.org. 

 

mailto:jennifer@bpa-mn.org
mailto:jmshrumm@hotmail.com
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WELCOME FROM THE STATE OFFICERS 

 

 

      Janice Peters 

 

 

 

      Teanna Allen 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello everyone, I would like to say welcome to an exciting new year. 
My name is Janice Peters and I am your 2009-2010 Vice President of 
Public Relation.  With this year’s theme “Shoot for Success” I know 
that all of you can achieve that success at SLC and NLC by competing 
in the various competitions. I hope that your chapters have been 
able to do some fun things in your communities and at the same 
time earn your chapter points for Model Chapter. I can’t wait to see 
all of you at SLC. If any of you have questions or concerns please feel 
free to contact me at Janice@bpa-mn.org . See you all soon!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

 
Happy New Year to everyone! I can’t wait to get a move on for the 

2010 year as it is finally here! I am very excited to get started 

planning for the State Leadership Conference, which is just around 

the corner, and then ready to go to California for the National 

Leadership Conference. I hope that all of you are staying highly 

motivated and getting ready for competition next month. Also, I 

hope each of you are staying involved with your local community by 

giving back a little of yourself and your time. It’s a great season for 

giving, even though Christmas has passed! Whether you are 

donating money or just your time, it all counts when it comes to 

giving back to your community! I encourage all of you to try 

something a little different or a little creative, i.e. call up another 

chapter and do something as a team! Get involved on a whole 

different level! Keep up the great work and I look forward to seeing 

all of you at SLC! 

 

Conferences 

 

2010 Spring Leadership Conference 
Dates: February 25

th
, 26

th
 and 27

th
, 2010 

Place: Alexandria Technical College, Alexandria, Minnesota 
Hotel: Hampton Inn 
 

2010 BPA National Conference 
Dates: May 5

th
, 6

th
, 7

th
 8

th
 and 9

th
, 2010 

Place: Anaheim, California 
 

Special Olympics 
Volunteering for these events count for torch award points! 

 

State Competitions 
Winter Games: February 20, 2010 (Skiing/ Snowboarding) 
Spring Games: April 10-11, 2010 
 

Regional Competitions 
Basketball (Brainerd) – March 20

th
, 2010 

Basketball (Rochester) – March 28
th

, 2010 

Up Coming Events 

mailto:Janice@bpa-mn.org
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Whatôs happening in Your Part of the State? 

Bake Sale 
 

The Minnesota West-Granite Falls chapter has 

been baking up a storm! A bake sale was set up 

on campus during the school day for Halloween 

and Christmas. Members donated special home 

baked goodies to sell to help cover cost to 

compete in the State and National Leadership 

conference. The table had a wide variety to 

choose form including breads, cakes, cookies, 

donuts, bars and cupcakes. It was great to see 

fellow student and teachers support us. It was 

also good for the members to get a chance to 

talk about BPA with others. We had a great 

turnout and a fun time! 

Courtney Serbus 
Minnesota West CTC – Granite Falls Campus 

 

Happenings Around Alexandria, MN 

 

Alexandria Technical College is staying on top of 

things over these last couple of months. Almost 

20 members were able to participate in putting 

together Christmas packages for Military 

members overseas with “Operation Minnesota 

Nice.” Several of the officers and members also 

helped clean out a home that is being rebuilt for 

battered women and children called the “Titus 

2 Home.” They were also able to raise almost 

$180, within two weeks, for the “Mitten Tree” 

and “Toys for Tots.” Both charities gave gifts to 

children whose families were in need. That 

money alone was raised simply by passing 

around a change can in different classrooms at 

the college, there was more change collected 

than actual dollars! Every little bit counts! 

Before the semester ended they also had their 

Holiday Party, which was a time to celebrate 

the season and to get all registered for the State 

Leadership Conference. Keep it up Alexandria! 

Teanna Allen 
Alexandria Technical College, Alexandria, MN 
Chapter President 
 

Lake Superior College Open House 
 

On October 29th, 2009, Lake Superior College 

had a fall open house. Our Business 

Professionals of America Chapter at our campus 

had a booth to inform students, and upcoming 

students about the opportunities that Business 

Professionals of America offers. The president 

and I, the vice president, sat at the booth during 

the open house. We had printed out flyers to 

inform the students of what is involved from 

being a member of Business Professionals of 

America, what competitions we participate in, 

and what kind of different conferences we have 

during the year. The president and I had a great 

time talking to students about our chapter of 

Business Professionals of America. We had a 

chance to let students know about our 

experiences at the professional development 

conference, state conference, and national 

conference. The president had a chance to talk 

to one of the radio personnel that was on the 

campus that night, and she was able to inform 

people over the radio about how great of a 

organization Business Professionals of America 

is, and what opportunities it gives you when 

you apply for jobs after your graduate from 

college. This was my first year sitting at the 

booth at the open house, and I know the 

President and I would do it again.  

 
Andrea Johnson 
Lake Superior College 
Chapter Vice President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If Anyone would like to submit an article 

for the Newsletter please feel free to do so. 

Send your article to your State Officer 

Mentor by the 20
th
 of each month. We will 

get it in the next issue. Make sure to 

include ñNewsletter articleò in the subject 

line. 
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Recruitment and Fundraising 

Wow! What a difference from last year. Last 

year Jackson only had 7 active members, all of 

us 1
st
 year BPA members, and didnôt have much 

structure to our meetings. This year we have 

around 27 active members. We have productive, 

organized and ñfillingò meetings. ñFillingò 

meaning that we always have a meal at the 

beginning of the meeting. More people are 

spreading the word about how much fun BPA is 

and we keep seeing interest grow. Our main 

event going on right now is our Raffle. There are 

some students from the computer careers 

department that offered to build a computer if 

BPA would pay for the parts. We built a 

computer that is worth around $1000, and 

received some other donations from people such 

as a quilt, movie tickets and restaurant 

certificates. We just started to sell the tickets on 

the 12
th
 of January and it is going very well so 

far. Our drawing will be held at noon on the 28
th
 

of January, in the commons on the Jackson 

Campus of Minnesota West CTC. Way to go 

Jackson, and keep it up!!! 

Micah Hopper 

Minnesota West CTC ï Jackson Campus 

Chapter President 

 

Fundraising and Projects 

 

We are putting together a fundraising raffle and 

a pancake breakfast at the local 

Applebee's. Also, we have done a few 

community service projects.  We adopted a 

family for Xmas, and loaded them up with gifts.  

We also went to a church and helped with a food 

share project in November, just before 

Thanksgiving.  It was a very rewarding 

experience for us. 

 

Lisa Koehler 

MSC SE Technical ï Red Wing 

Chapter President 

 

 

 

2010 STATE SLC 

DEADLINES  

January 29
th
 Business Service Award 

January 29
th
 Advisor of the Year Award 

January 29
th
  Statesman Torch Award 

January 29
th
 Trading Pin Award 

January 29
th
  Additional 2

nd
 Semester  

Student Registration 

February 8-12 OPEN EVENTS 

February 19
th
 Model Chapter Award  

February 19
th
  Interview Skills & Advanced 

  Interview Skills Resume & 

  Letter of Application 

February 19
th
  Computer Animation 

February 19
th
 Entrepreneurship 

February 19
th
 Graphic Design Promotion 

February 19
th
  Software Engineering Team 

February 19
th
  Web Application Team 

February 19
th
  Web Site Design Team 

February 19
th
  National Officer Candidate  

  Application 

 

Todayôs Students, 

Tomorrowôs Business 

Professionals! 

 
Mail: 

Bev OôConnor 
620 Countryview Avenue NE 

Owatonna, MN 55060 

Phone: 507-446-0733 
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